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Abstract: In the critical period of the world experiencing a level of change unseen in a century and China
setting its goal of achieving national rejuvenation, vocational education plays an important role in Chinese
modernization, incorporating the requirements from the economy, society, and comprehensive development
individuals. From the perspective of supporting supply—side structural reform, vocational education develops
technicians and professionals to meet the skills requirements for new technologies, new business patterns, and new
economies. Therefore, it is of great significance to accelerate the improvement of standards in vocational education.
This paper analyzes the internal and external standards that affect vocational education. On the basis of talent
training cycle, a national framework for vocational education standards is constructed to cover such three sections as
entry requirements, teaching and learning processes, and quality evaluation. The paper also analyzes the logical
relationships between each section of the standards, and concludes that the framework for national vocational
education standards should be improved to formulate integrative and progressive pathways both at home and abroad.
To fulfill this purpose, it is suggested that efforts should be made in developing “meta—standard”, by formulating the
technical procedures for standard development and enhancing professional competences of standards researchers. A
mechanism with Chinese characteristics is proposed to support the construction of standards and the effectiveness of
standard management. International qualifications benchmarking in vocational education could be studied to obtain
experiences for optimizing the standards. These measures may enable the development of national framework for
vocational education standards to enter a new stage from “existence” to “excellence” and to better serve the strategy
of revitalizing the country through science and education.
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