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[(BERE FTEIE]

The Report of the Committee of Nine and the Formation of the Early Model
of the Comprehensive High School Curriculum in the US

DU Guang-qiang
( Research Center for Education Development, Beijing Academy of Educational Sciences, Beijing 100036, China)

Abstract: Few studies have been conducted on the Committee of Nine and its published reports in domestic
circle of education research, which has hindered a full picture of the early model of a comprehensive high school
curriculum in the US and an overall grasp of the transformation of the US high school curriculum. Around 1910,
in order to address the problems of lack of practicality and constraints on college entrance requirements, the
National Education Association of the US began to explore possible ways to build a comprehensive curriculum
model for high schools by establishing the Committee of Nine and several relevant committees. The study found
that the Committee of Nine proposed the establishment of comprehensive high schools to reconcile the tension
between vocational and academic courses.The basic requirements of general education and college admission
were met by designing a set of 15 units for the curriculum.Personal development of individual student and social
needs were addressed by the supplementing elective courses. These early explorations laid the groundwork for
further improvement towards a better comprehensive curriculum model.

Key words: the Committee of Nine; comprehensive high school; comprehensive curriculum; curriculum unit
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